
The Australian Antarctic 
Division (AAD) is undertaking 
a major project to build a 
new research station on 
Macquarie Island.  
 
A research station has 
operated continuously on the 
island since 1948. However, 
due to the extreme weather 
on the island, many of the 
buildings are deteriorating 
and approaching the end of 
their useful life.  
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The Macquarie Island Station Project will 
provide a safer, more sustainable and 

operationally resilient station.   
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Project 
Completed 

by June 2033 

Funding 

The Australian Government 
has committed $370 million 
over nine years from 2024.  

Investment 

The nine-year investment 
reflects the Australian 
Government's commitment 
to the future of Australia’s 
presence on Macquarie 
Island, and the continued 
support of Australia’s 
national interests and 
international obligations.  

The Project will construct a 
new purpose-built research 
station on Macquarie Island 
to allow for a continued 
year-round presence on the 
island in support of high 
priority science and long-
term monitoring, including 
the work of:  
• Australian Antarctic 

Division 
• Australian Radiation 

Protection and Nuclear 
Safety Agency (ARPANSA)  

• Bureau of 
Meteorology (BOM)  

• Geoscience Australia (GA)  
• Tasmanian Government 
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1. 

Enquiries: MISP@aad.gov.au 



The upcoming season will 
see the installation of a new 

incinerator and two new 
settling tanks, the start of 

an internal refurbishment of 
Cumpston’s Cottage, and an 

increase in design and 
planning works for the  

2026-27 season.  
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These works include 
refurbishment of 
accommodation buildings, 
installing temporary 
accommodation, and 
relocation of critical 
infrastructure that will 
support future research 
station works. 

Critical planning and 
assessments for the project 
have begun with construction 
of the new research 
station planned 
for completion by 2032.   
To support the construction  
of a new research station, the 
AAD is undertaking critical 
sustainment (workplace 
health and safety) works to 
allow for the continued safe 
operation of the existing 
research station.   

Objectives 

The new facilities will enable 
more efficient operations, 
provide improved amenity 
and expeditioner wellbeing, 
and reduce the station 
footprint. 
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Drone & 
site surveys 
in May 2025 

The Macquarie Island Station 
Project has a responsibility to 
meet regulatory, statutory  
and legislative requirements 
relating to the environmental 
and cultural heritage 
management of Macquarie 
Island, including the following 
Acts and instruments:  
• Environmental Protection 

and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 

• National Parks and Reserves 
Management  Act 2002 

• Macquarie Island Nature 
Reserve and World Heritage 
Area Management Plan 2006 

2. 
Benefits 

The new research station 
will reduce the risk of WHS 
incidents and disruptions to 
station operations and 
scientific activities, reduce 
the risk from natural events 
and the projected impacts 
of climate change,  
and minimise station 
maintenance requirements. 
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