Australian Government

Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

Australian Antarctic Division

Notice of Variation

Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act 1980

Initial Environmental Evaluation: All Stations Operations Activities (2024-2027)
Variation 1

Proponent: Phillip Boxall, Branch Head, Assets and Infrastructure

, Liz Brierley, Delegate of the Minister for the Environment and Water, acting under sub-section 12N(2) of
the Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act 1980 (ATEP Act), have received a written request on 11
December 2025 from Matthew Filipowski to vary an authorisation, and | am satisfied that:

a) the reasons given justify the variation; and
b) it would not be inconsistent with the basic environmental principles to vary the authorisation, as
requested.

| hereby vary the authorisation granted in accordance with section 12F on 6 October 2024 to undertake the
activity, as described in the Schedule.

This notice takes effect on 23 March 2026

L|Z Digitally signed
by Liz Brierley
Date: 2026.03.23

Brierley i6os43+1100

Liz Brierley

Branch Head, Policy & Strategy Branch
Australian Antarctic Division

Schedule
Replace previous “Schedule” with the following:
Activity

a) Variation 1: The information
i.  submitted in the request for variation of an authorisation on 11 December 2025 by Matt
Filipowski to the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the
Department) under section 12N(2) of the Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act
1980, as described to change the proponent to Phillip Boxall, Branch Head, Assets and
Infrastructure, and
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ii.  additional information from Jamie Cullen between 13 and 26 February 2026, including to
amend the description of activities that are within scope of this IEE and Authorisation, as
set out in Appendix 1: Scope of Activities for administrative clarity; and

b) Original: The activities detailed in the Initial Environmental Evaluation: All Stations Operations
Activities to undertake operational activities at Casey, Davis and Mawson stations and surrounds,
including:

i. Presence, maintenance and modification of facilities and infrastructure.
ii. Operation of facilities at all year-round stations.
iii. Station occupation and personnel movements.
iv. Vehicle maintenance and operations.
V. Fuel and hazardous chemicals management.
vi.  Other activities as described at Appendix 1.

As submitted to the Department by Kirsten Leggett (on behalf of the Proponent Matt Filipowski,
Branch Head, Operations and Logistics Branch), in accordance with section 12G of the
Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act 1980, and finalised on 5 September 2024.

Expiry Date

30 September 2027

Conditions
General
1. The Proponent must ensure that:

a) all relevant Australian Antarctic Program personnel® carry out station operations activities as
described in the Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE). All such personnel must also:

i. have access to a copy of this authorisation;
ii. understand the purpose of the IEE, this authorisation and its conditions; and

iii. receive appropriate training and guidance including but not limited to relevant AAD
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), manuals, plans, policies and guidelines, to
ensure compliance with the IEE and this authorisation.

Environmental protection measures
Standard Operating Procedures, manuals, plans, policies and guidelines

2. To ensure the effective avoidance and mitigation of environmental impacts, the Proponent must
ensure that all authorised activities are undertaken in accordance with relevant Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs), manuals, plans, policies and guidelines that relate to environmental protection.

a) These documents must be regularly reviewed in order to incorporate best available advice, and
to reflect best practice environmental management.

I For clarity, this refers to all Australian Antarctic Program expeditioners in Antarctica, involved in carrying out any
activities described in the IEE.
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Management and removal from Antarctica of waste and disused materials

3. Inorder to implement the waste disposal and waste management obligations of Annex Il to the
Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty:

a) The Proponent must ensure that all material not required at Australian stations (waste and
non-waste) is stored in a manner that minimises its contamination risk and prevents its
dispersal into the environment.

b) By 31 January 2026 the Proponent must submit a Return to Australia Plan (RTA Plan) for the
removal of all material not required at Australian stations (waste and non-waste) from the
Antarctic Treaty Area, for the approval of the Minister or Delegate.

c¢) The approved RTA Plan must be implemented.

d) By 30 June 2026 the Proponent must submit a Waste Management Strategy? for the ongoing
reduction and sustainable management of current and future waste streams at Australian
Antarctic stations, for the approval of the Minister or Delegate.

e) The approved Waste Management Strategy must be implemented.

f) The approved Waste Management Strategy and any revisions thereof must be made publicly
available via the Australian Antarctic Data Centre (or other part of the Australian Antarctic
Division public website) within one year of its approval.

Wildlife protection and avoidance of high value areas

4. The Proponent must quantify, and ensure direct disturbance does not exceed, the total station
footprint® for each station.
5. The Proponent must ensure that station operations as described in the IEE do not impact on sensitive
and high value areas. As part of this:
a) The Proponent must ensure appropriate maps, measures and guidance are developed, to avoid
impacts to high value areas.
b) The Proponent must ensure that all station personal and visitors understand high value areas
and why they are protected.
6. The Proponent must ensure that all authorised activities are undertaken in accordance with the AAD
Avoiding Wildlife Disturbance Policy (2024) and any revisions thereof.
7. The Proponent must ensure that all authorised activities are undertaken in accordance with all relevant
AAD Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) preparedness and response plans for Antarctic stations
and any revisions thereof.

Biosecurity

8. In order to avoid biosecurity risks in Antarctica, the Proponent must ensure that all authorised activities
are undertaken in accordance with relevant procedures of the AAD Biosecurity Management Plan and
other relevant documents.

Environmental impact reduction

9. The Proponent must:
a) Implement the mitigation measures listed in response to each impact identified in the IEE.
b) Implement the additional opportunities for environmental improvements identified in
Appendix 5 of the IEE.

2 The Waste Management Strategy, once developed, may incorporate the RTA Plan as appropriate.
3 Station footprint means all building and infrastructure footprints, roads, pathways, laydown areas and disturbed
ground surface within Station Limits and Extended Station Limits.
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c) Continue to investigate alternative options to improve environmental sustainability and reduce
carbon emissions as part of station operations. Where such alternatives are available, feasible,
and practical, they must be implemented.

d) By 30 June 2026, commence implementation of the AAP Environmental Impact Minimisation
Strategy” as it relates to the activities described in this IEE.

Heritage

10. The Proponent must ensure that station activities avoid impacts to identified heritage values, as per
ATEP Act requirements and Antarctic Treaty system guidance.

Assurance of effectiveness and compliance

Environmental monitoring

11. In order to understand, monitor and respond to all actual and potential environmental impacts in
relation to the activities described in the IEE, consistent with Article 3 (Environmental Principles) of the
Environment Protocol, by 30 June 2026 the Proponent must submit an Environmental Monitoring Plan
(EMP) to the Minister or Delegate for approval.

12. The EMP must provide an evidence basis to assess and verify the environmental impacts of authorised
activities, and the effectiveness of measures to avoid or limit these impacts, reflecting the relative
environmental risks and the advice of AAD subject matter experts. It must include:

a) Details of purpose/s, milestones, and impact thresholds for monitoring key environmental
indicators. The purpose must be consistent with the environmental principles of the
Environmental Protocol;

b) Details of the potential impacts to be monitored, including (but not limited to)
disturbance/destruction of flora and fauna, and changes to the marine environment from
wastewater release;

c) Details of responsibilities and resourcing for implementation;

d) Methodologies consistent with Antarctic Treaty system guidance and best practice;

e) Actions to measure and respond to environmental change, including that which is relevant and
attributable to station operation activities, over both short and longer time intervals;

f) Relevant data gathered during the 2024-25 and 2025-26 seasons, and from other existing
environmental monitoring activities, as appropriate.

13. The approved EMP must be implemented.

14. The approved EMP and any revisions thereof must be made publicly available via the Australian Antarctic
Data Centre (or other part of the Australian Antarctic Division public website) within one year of its
approval.

Audit

15. The Proponent must commission an Independent Audit of the effectiveness of key environmental
protection measures identified in the IEE and this authorisation, focussing on activities of highest
potential environmental risk.

a) Prior to the audit, the Proponent must submit the name and qualifications of the nominated
independent auditor, the draft audit criteria, and proposed timeframe for submitting the audit
report, to the Minister or Delegate for approval.

4 For clarity: by 2026, the AAD is expected to commence implementation of an AAP Environmental Impact
Minimisation Strategy, as per the Australian Antarctic Strategy and 20 Year Action Plan (2022 Update). This Strategy
may incorporate mitigation measures and improvements identified elsewhere in this IEE and conditions, as
appropriate.

Page 4 of 7 Delegate initials: €8




b) The Proponent must commence the Independent Audit before 30 June 2026.

c¢) The Proponent must provide the Independent Audit Report to the Minister or Delegate before
the expiry of this authorisation, and provide its key findings in sufficient time to inform any
future assessments of this activity.

Reporting

16. The Proponent must maintain accurate and complete records to verify compliance with this
authorisation.
17. By 30 June of each year this authorisation is in force, the Proponent must submit an Annual Report to
the Minister or Delegate. The Annual Report must include accurate and complete details of:
i. Compliance with the conditions of this authorisation
ii. Implementation of mitigation measures listed in the IEE

iii. The development and implementation status of all plans and strategies listed in
this authorisation.
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Appendix 1: Scope of Activities.

Activities subject to this authorisation

Presence, maintenance and
modification of facilities and
infrastructure.

Includes station buildings, field huts, building maintenance and
modifications, road/pathway maintenance, snow clearing and
grooming, including maintenance, modification and operation of
existing field facilities and infrastructure listed in this IEE, including at
Law Base.

Operation of facilities at all
stations.

Includes generation of power, water, wastewater, waste incineration,
materials and facilities management, Information Communications
Technology (ICT), hydroponics and laboratory operations, and the
operation and maintenance of unattended science projects.

Station occupation and
personnel movements.

Includes management of people, transport of personnel to station, for
training and for minor recreational activities. Includes personnel
undertaking foot and vehicular travel over ice, snow, rock and
beaches, field trips, field camps, Bureau of Meteorology activities,
Australian Antarctic Program personnel visits to other National
Antarctic Program facilities, and regular media and communications
activities in support of the Australian Antarctic Program, such as the
Australian Antarctic Arts Fellowship.

Vehicle maintenance and
operations.

Includes watercraft operations and land-based operations.

Fuel and hazardous chemicals
management.

Includes onshore fuel storage, fuel transfer (where from a vessel:
from the point where fuel leaves the marine area) and resupply
activities.

Environmental management

Includes monitoring and audit activities undertaken as part of the
AAD’s Environmental Management System, and for the purposes of
environmental impact management, mitigation and monitoring
commitments in this IEE.

Operational activities that
require the incidental removal
of organisms from the marine
environment (as approved by
an AMLRC Permit).

Davis Tarn replenishment activities.

Activities that are Out of Scope of this authorisation

Historical activities.

Major infrastructure and modernisation works.

The operation of RSV Nuyina, or other shipping vessels, performing station resupply activities (until the
point at which cargo is transferred to stations).

Aviation operations, including the operation of Wilkins Aerodrome

Components of science and other activities not described as being in scope.

Activities that requiring the issuing of an ATEP Permit.

The recreational use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft.
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Notes:

All words, terms and definitions in the Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act 1980

(ATEP Act) apply to this Notice.

All reporting, written confirmation and the like required under this Notice is to be provided

via the email address: eia@aad.gov.au
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