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1 INTRODUCTION 

A key objective of the Australian Antarctic Program (AAP) is to protect the unique environmental 

values of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean and to ensure that environmental monitoring and 

management are foremost in planning and operations within the organisation. The Australian 

Antarctic Division’s (AAD) Environmental Policy outlines a commitment to continual improvement in 

environmental performance and forms the foundation of the AAD’s Environmental Management 

System (EMS) in compliance with the international standard ISO 14001. Environmental monitoring, 

reporting, and effective management actions, are key components of the EMS, serving to verify 

predicted environmental impacts of project activities, assess the efficacy of mitigation actions, and 

trigger management responses if thresholds are exceeded. 

The AAD’s environmental monitoring activities form part of an integrated monitoring system that 

collects, records and reports on performance data collected from a wide range of applications, 

networks and programs. Environmental monitoring activities undertaken by the AAD include data 

collection in relation to the main risks and key environmental indicators identified in the AAD 

Environmental Aspects and Impacts Register.  

The environmental monitoring activities described in the current plan relate specifically to the AAP’s 

aviation operations. These monitoring activities complement the AAD’s Operational Environmental 

Monitoring Program to improve our understanding of the potential and actual impacts associated 

with current and future activities of the AAP. 

1.1 Purpose and objectives  

The purpose of this environmental monitoring plan is to outline the key environmental monitoring 

requirements identified through the environmental impact assessment process for the AAP’s 

aviation operations. The requirements are based on Conditions 22 to 26 of the Notice of 

Determination and Authorisation for Australian Antarctic Program Aviation Operations 2025-2030 

and information provided within the Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE) for Australian Antarctic 

Program Aviation Operations 2025-2030. This plan outlines the monitoring activities, methods, 

timing, data management, reporting, and review requirements. It also defines the roles and 

responsibilities of project personnel to ensure that the outcomes of the monitoring are successfully 

achieved. 

The objectives of the monitoring plan are to:  

• establish the accuracy of the conclusion of the IEE, i.e. that the impacts of APP aviation 
operations are likely to remain minor and transitory  

• inform any changes needed to practices described in the IEE and associated management 
systems to comply with impact thresholds  

• inform the mitigation of any known, or unforeseen but potentially significant, impacts 
attached to continuing aviation operations at the levels described in the IEE 

• ensure ongoing compliance with the Antarctic Treaty (Environment Protection) Act 1980  

• ensure alignment with the Environmental Protocol, which sets out the primary obligations 
for undertaking monitoring in Antarctica, including the verification of predicted impacts 
linked to specific activities and monitoring for unforeseen impacts and environmental 
change in Antarctica generally 
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• demonstrate best-practice leadership in environmental stewardship to protect the unique 
Antarctic environment as outlined in the Australian Antarctic Strategy and 20 Year Action 
Plan: Update 2022, and 

• ensure that the impacts of the AAP’s aviation operations are aligned with the broader 
community’s expectations in relation to Antarctica’s protection. 

1.2 Project background 

AAP aviation supports activities that occur in summer throughout East Antarctica, which typically 

involves:  

• intra-continental fixed-wing operations using ski fitted aircraft 

• passenger jet inter-continental flights using A319 (or replacement) and the RAAF C-17A 
Globemaster 

• inter-continental cargo flights (generally conducted by the C-17A Globemaster) 

• air-drop operations from RAAF C-17A Globemaster 

• air-to-air refuelling of C-17A Globemaster by RAAF Airbus A330 Tanker on route to 
Antarctica (usually conducted north of 60°S latitude but may on occasion be required south 
of 60°S latitude) to extend the range of the C-17 for air-drop operations 

• C-17A Globemaster undertaking Australian Defence Force flights to and from Phoenix 
Airfield (McMurdo Station) to provide air support to National Antarctic Programs, including 
but not limited to those of the United States and New Zealand 

• helicopter operations including passenger transfers, sling loading operations and support to 
science conducted from stations, deep field sites and RSV Nuyina 

• use of standard remotely piloted aircraft (RPA; i.e. drones) (battery operated <10 kg) for 
operational and media purposes conducted from stations, deep field sites and RSV Nuyina 
within 12 nm of the baselines defined by GeoScience Australia 

• use of standard remotely piloted aircraft (RPA i.e. drones) (battery operated <2 kg) for 
recreational purposes at stations within the extended range of station operations 

• operation and maintenance of Wilkins Aerodrome 

• operation and maintenance of ski landing areas (SLAs) 

• aviation activities at other sites, e.g. deep field 

• installation of automatic weather stations (AWS) to support aviation operations 

• fuel storage and handling of Aviation Turbine Kerosene (ATK) 205 L drums at stations and in 
deep field sites to support aviation operations including science, medical evacuation, and 
search and rescue (SAR), including the removal of empty fuel drums to station for Return to 
Australia (RTA), and  

• fuel storage and handling of ATK in Aviation Bulk Fuel 20ft ISO Containers and Intermediate 
Bulk Containers (IBCs) at stations and the rotation of these containers to mainland 
Australia1.  

 
1   Fuel handling and storage is also described and currently authorised under the Initial Environmental 

Evaluation for RSV Nuyina Operations and Science Systems 2024-2029 and Initial Environmental Evaluation 
for All Stations Operations Activities. There is some overlap in this activity across these three IEEs. 
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2 MONITORING PLAN SCOPE 

This environmental monitoring plan covers fixed-wing and rotary aircraft operations of the AAP 

specifically around and beyond AAD stations with a focus on the primary SLAs and helipads at Davis, 

Casey and Mawson stations. Where identified in future environmental impact assessments, it may 

also include deep field locations where uncertainty exists around the expected level of impacts from 

aviation operations and/or where risks to environmental values are deemed to be high. 

The Plan identifies the key areas for environmental monitoring of aviation operations during the 

AAD aviation operational season, typically from late October until mid-March. Monitoring of aviation 

activities outside of this period will be on a case-by-case basis as prescribed in the authorisation 

conditions. 

The scope of the monitoring activities includes data collection and reporting: 

• in relation to the main impacts and key environmental indicators identified in the IEE 

• that will enable change in environmental indicators to be assessed for the duration of the 
IEE (i.e. 5 years) 

• to assess the activity’s compliance with authorisation conditions, and 

• that complements and integrates with data collection and analysis related to the monitoring 
of AAP impacts more broadly. 

As required under the Conditions 23 of the Notice of Determination and Authorisation for Australian 

Antarctic Program Aviation Operations 2025-2030 the monitoring plan enables the collection of 

information sufficient to understand the environmental impacts of the authorised activity, and to 

inform adaptive management to continue to avoid or mitigate these impacts, consist with the 

Environmental Principles of the Environmental Protocol.  

3 RELATED MONITORING, REPORTING, AND PROGRAMS 

The following sections describe other environmental monitoring and reporting systems and 

programs, and how they integrate with this monitoring program. 

1.3 Aviation Wildlife Disturbance Assessment Program 

The Aviation Wildlife Disturbance Assessment Program (AWDAP) is an Aviation-led program 

designed to meet the requirements of Conditions 27 to 30 of the Notice of Determination and 

Authorisation for Australian Antarctic Program Aviation Operations 2025-2030. In collaboration with 

the AAD’s Science Branch, a structured program is being developed to assess and verify the 

effectiveness of existing or potential future measures to avoid and mitigate wildlife disturbance from 

AAP aviation operations, with a primary focus on helicopter activities around Antarctic stations.  

The AWDAP will collect and analyse data from AAP aviation operations and verify any disturbance 

impacts on wildlife, with the goal of:  

• quantifying behavioural and environmental impacts of aviation operations on Antarctic 

wildlife (including seals and birds)  

• assessing the effectiveness of existing aircraft separation distances and mitigation measures  

• identifying whether current controls are appropriate or require refinement  
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• integrating aviation operational data with ecological monitoring datasets, and  

• delivering evidence-based recommendations to minimise wildlife disturbance. 

Results of the AWDAP will be provided to relevant stakeholders by 31 January 2030. 

3.1 Wildlife observations at Wilkins Aerodrome, SLAs and helipads 

For the purposes of animal hazard management and to avoid injuries to wildlife, Aviation Ground 

Support Officers (AGSOs) and Wilkins Aerodrome Plant Operators (WPOs) are required to be vigilant 

for, and make observations of, wildlife at Wilkins Aerodrome, SLAs and helipads just prior to, and 

during, aircraft take-offs and landings. Outside of active aviation operations, wildlife sightings are 

also recorded at Wilkins Aerodrome on an opportunistic basis.  

Procedures for recording wildlife sightings (and for “ushering wildlife” away from aircraft operations) 

are described in the Wilkins Aerodrome Manual and the Inter-continental Aviation Manual. Sightings 

of wildlife are noted in the Aviation Facility Logbooks and maintained in wildlife excel spreadsheets, 

which can be provided upon request. 

3.2 Incident management and reporting 

The AAD’s environmental incident and hazard reporting system is a key component of the AAD’s 

EMS. The system provides the capacity to monitor and track activities or incidents which either 

directly or indirectly have the potential to impact the environment. This reporting system forms part 

of a monitoring framework that identifies, prioritises and responds to environmental impacts or risks 

in real-time. The integration of this reporting system into AAD quarterly and annual reporting allows 

for the analysis of incidents and trends to identify and monitor environmental impacts and response 

actions. AAD’s environmental incident reporting system provides an evidence-based approach for 

the development and delivery of continual improvements to the AAD’s EMS and Antarctic 

operations.  

Any incidents related to the monitoring indicators covered under the current plan will be included in 

the data analysis and reporting for aviation operations as per Section 10. Such incidents may relate 

to: 

• introduction of non-native species (Section 6.1). 

• inadvertent release of fuel, oil, oily water, sewage or waste (Section 6.2), and 

• impacts on flora and fauna (Section 6.3). 

3.3 State of the Environment and Department monitoring and reporting 

Various AAP environmental performance indicators such as energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, 

water consumption and waste returned to Australia are monitored on an annual basis to support 

reporting requirements for the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

Annual Report and the 5-yearly State of the Environment (SoE) Report. Indicators relevant to aviation 

operations are primarily associated with fuel usage and greenhouse gas emissions, which are 

relevant to impacts related to emissions from aircraft and plant/infrastructure supporting aircraft 

operations (Section 6.2). Data collected under the current monitoring plan will be used to inform the 

reporting for the Department’s Annual Report and the SoE Report. 



AAP Aviation Operations Environmental Monitoring Plan 2025-30  
D25/20259  5 
 

3.4 Environmental Impact Minimisation Strategy 

The AAD has developed an environmental Impact Minimisation Strategy (IMS) and Action Plan for 

the AAP, delivering upon a commitment within the Australian Antarctic Strategy and 20 Year Action 

Plan: 2022 Update and reflecting the AAD’s commitment to value, protect and understand 

Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. The IMS and Action Plan identifies the measures and actions 

required for continued and improved impact minimisation from AAP operations, and the ways in 

which these measures can be implemented to achieve reduced environmental impacts and 

increased environmental protection from human and operational activities.  

The development of the IMS and Action Plan for the Australian Antarctic Program was based on the 

outcomes of IEE assessments for station operations, the operation of RSV Nuyina and its science 

systems, and aviation operations. The IMS and Action Plan will deliver improved environmental 

outcomes from aviation activities in the areas of wildlife disturbance, fuel management, waste 

storage, pollution prevention, and emissions reduction strategies. Activities within this Aviation 

Operations Environmental Monitoring Plan integrate and align with the actions outlined within the 

IMS. 

4 CONSULTATION 

In developing the initial environmental monitoring plan for aviation operations, input was sought 

from the AAD Environmental Management Unit (EMU) and relevant subject matter experts within 

the Science Branch to:  

• identify suitable monitoring objectives, indicators, triggers and high-level monitoring 
methodologies 

• provide advice on incorporating data from relevant Australian Antarctic science projects 

• maximise alignment with broader AAP environmental monitoring activities, and 

• provide advice on the expected details of aviation activities in the coming seasons.  

Review workshops were most recently conducted in August 2024 and May 2025, to evaluate the 

overall approach and management actions, evaluate previous monitoring efforts, identify key 

challenges, and identify opportunities to refine monitoring methodologies for future seasons. Key 

stakeholders were engaged in this process and included representatives from Aviation, EMU, 

Antarctic and Environmental Regulation (AER), and relevant subject matter experts. The outcomes of 

the review workshop informed this iteration of the environmental monitoring plan for future 

seasons.  

5 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The following personnel are responsible for implementing the environmental monitoring plan:  

• Assistant Director, Aviation Compliance and Assurance – responsible for: 

o managing an environmental compliance register, to monitor and manage 
compliance with authorisation conditions for aviation operations and ground-based 
activities, including environmental monitoring 

o  developing a resourcing plan for implementation of monitoring activities, and 
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o drafting the annual Summary Letter and Report of Activities. 

• Director Aviation – responsible for: 

o identifying and agreeing to resourcing requirements (staff, equipment, berths, etc.) 
for implementation of this monitoring plan and requesting approval for the required 
resources within the Integrated Planning Process  

o maintaining awareness of any environmental incidents, and 

o signing off on reports relevant to environmental monitoring of aviation operations. 

• Operations and Logistics Branch Head – responsible for: 

o signing off on relevant reports as required under the aviation environmental 
authorisation. 

• Aviation Operations Lead – responsible for: 

o calculating and reporting estimated greenhouse gas emissions from aviation 
operations for the Department’s annual report. 

• Senior Aviation Ground Support Officer (SAGSO) – responsible for: 

o the coordination of any incident responses and the logging of environmental 
inspection information at the SLAs and helipads 

o reporting non-compliance issues to the Assistant Director Aviation Compliance and 
Assurance and Director Aviation, with Station Leaders copied into this reporting, and 

o recording fuel consumption for aircraft and aviation ground support 
plant/equipment at SLAs and helipads. 

• Wilkins Aerodrome Manager (WAM) – responsible for: 

o the coordination of any incident responses and the logging of environmental 
inspection information at Wilkins Aerodrome 

o reporting non-compliance issues to the Assistant Director Aviation Compliance and 
Assurance and Director Aviation, with Station Leaders copied into this reporting, and 

o recording fuel consumption for aircraft and aviation ground support 
plant/equipment at Wilkins Aerodrome. 

• Assistant Director, RPA – responsible for: 

o maintaining oversight of environmental compliance with RPA and recreational drone 
policies, including any incidents involving wildlife disturbance or loss and subsequent 
non-recovery of RPAs in the environment. 

• Station Mechanical Supervisor (SMS) – responsible for: 

o reporting on maintenance of aviation ground support plant/equipment. 

• All personnel (including subcontractors) – responsible for: 

o reporting any environmental compliance issues to the Wilkins Aerodrome Manager 
(at Wilkins Aerodrome) or Senior Aviation Ground Support Officer (SAGSO) (at the 
SLAs and helipads). 

• Environmental Lead, Impact Assessment and Monitoring (Environmental Management 
Unit) – responsible for: 

o reviewing sections relating to environmental monitoring in the annual Report of 
Activities, and 

o contributing to the annual summary letter that summarises monitoring outcomes 
each season. 

• AAD Environmental Manager – responsible for: 

o reviewing the reports prior to submission to AER. 
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6 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS 

6.1 Biosecurity 

Biosecurity impacts considered in the IEE, include: 

B1. Introduction of non-native species to the Antarctic continent through cargo, equipment 
and/or personal items. 

B2.  Unintentional spread of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) through contaminated 
clothing and equipment.  

Details of HPAI biosecurity protocols are provided in the AAD Avian Influenza Preparedness and 
Response Plan for Antarctic Stations. 

6.2 Pollution 

Primary pollution impacts described in the IEE include: 

P1. Emissions impacting air quality, including: 

a) aircraft emissions including smoke (soot), sulphur oxides (SOx), oxides of 

nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO2) and unburned 

hydrocarbons (HC) 

b) emissions from plant and infrastructure supporting aircraft operations, 

including heavy plant/equipment, support vehicles and generators. 

P2. Impacts to snow or water quality from inadvertent leaks or spills associated with fuel, 

chemical and/or wastewater storage and handling.  

P3. Potential loss and subsequent non-recovery of RPA in the environment. 

Impacts related to aircraft noise pollution are monitored under AWDAP (see Section Error! 

Reference source not found.). 

Additional impacts to water quality may result from particulate fallout from aircraft emissions, 

emergency fuel jettison, accidental destruction of airdrop payload and/or biosecurity breaches. 

The AAD has committed to implementing the AAD Fuel Drum RTA Plan to ensure that unused drums 

are removed from field caches within six years of the drums’ filling date, to avoid impacts associated 

with fuel leaks during storage. 

6.3 Wildlife 

The primary potential impacts to wildlife described in the IEE, include: 

F1. Wildlife disturbance due to noise and visual stimuli from aircraft and use of RPA for 

operational purposes  

F2. Wildlife mortality due to bird strike with aircraft or infrastructure. 

Wildlife disturbance due to aircraft operations is currently managed by applying minimum 

separation distances between aircraft and mapped concentrations of wildlife, and through the use of 

preferred flight paths, which are reviewed annually by Antarctic wildlife experts. The AAD also plans 

to relocate the current permanent helicopter pads at Davis station to temporary helicopter pads in 
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the 2027-28 season as part of the Antarctic Infrastructure Renewal Program. The new helicopter 

pads will be located further from Davis station and the coastline, thereby reducing potential impacts 

from aviation on wildlife.     

As per footnote 7 of the Notice of Determination and Authorisation for Australian Antarctic Program 

Aviation Operations 2025-2030, the Aviation Operations Environmental Monitoring Plan excludes 

monitoring of wildlife disturbance, reflecting that a specific assessment of wildlife disturbance will 

occur as part of the AWDAP. 

Wildlife disturbance may also result from habitat loss, vibration, light, and noise/movement of 

people and vehicles. Impacts to flora and fauna include loss of moss communities near helipads due 

to rotor wash, loss of flora and fauna habitat due to fuel spills, impacts on southern elephant seal habitat 

from storage of containers, vehicles and drums at Davis Beach, and mechanical disturbance to soil and 

vegetation through foot and vehicle traffic.  

7 MONITORING SUMMARY 

Details of monitoring activities to evaluate the potential impacts listed in Section 6 are provided in 
the table overleaf. Each monitoring component is numbered, with the numbers relating to the 
potential impact being monitored, as listed in Section 6. 
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# Objective Indicator Trigger Management response/s Method Location 
Monitoring 
frequency 

Reporting 
Implementation 
(I) & Reporting 
(R) Lead/s 

Reporting 
frequency 

Biosecurity 

B1a 

Detect non-native species 
present in cargo, 
equipment, and personal 
items delivered on 
intercontinental and 
intracontinental flights 

Non-native species  
Detection of 
non-native 
species 

Remove biosecurity risk 
Review operational measures for 

prevention 

Ex-HBA AAD Cargo 
Biosecurity procedures 
including inspections of 
aircraft, cargo and 
personnel  

Cargo and Biosecurity 
Centre 

Aircraft departing from 
Hobart, SLAs/ Wilkins 
Aerodrome, and 
facilities of other 
national Antarctic 
programs 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation 
Event / 
Annual 

B1b 
Monitor compliance with 
aviation biosecurity and 
cleaning checklists 

Compliance or not 

Non-compliance 
with HPAI 
biosecurity and 
cleaning 
procedures 

Review communications to pilots and 
AGSOs regarding biosecurity 
requirements 

Audit of checklists 
documenting biosecurity 
checks and cleaning 
requirements  

All locations of aviation 
operations 

Event Summary letter I/R: Aviation Annual 

Pollution 

P1 
Calculate estimated 
greenhouse gas emissions 
from aviation operations 

Estimated 
Greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG) 

Emissions from 
aviation 
activities 
increased 20% 
from previous 
year of 
operation 
 

Review long-term planning for aviation 
asset use and expected GHG emissions 

Consider alternative aircraft fuels or 
emission mitigation measures 

Aviation method for 
collecting, aggregating and 
reporting data on annual 
fuel/oil consumption 

SLAs and Wilkins 
Aerodrome (collated in 
Kingston) 

Annual 

DCCEEW Annual 
Report 

State of the 
Environment Report 

I/R: Aviation 
Annual / 
5-yearly 

P2b 

Monitor compliance of 
aviation ground support 
plant/equipment 
maintenance schedules 

Compliance with 
equipment 
servicing, 
maintenance and 
replacement 
schedule 

Servicing, 
maintenance 
and 
replacement 
intervals 
exceeded 

Investigate cause 
Review and update equipment 

maintenance and procurement 
processes 

Maintenance reporting 
captured by Station 
Mechanical Supervisor 
(SMS). 
Fuel consumption 
Reported to SMS by 
SAGSO/WAM. 

Casey and Davis SLAs, 
and Wilkins Aerodrome 

Monthly 
Maximo 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation Annual 

P2 

Monitor snow and 
surface-water quality in 
the event of a significant1 
spill of fuel, oil, oily 
water, chemicals or 
wastewater 

Concentrations of 
contaminants 
attributable to 
human sources 

Fuel spills >10 
litres  

Investigate incident 
Review engineering and administrative 

controls and develop 
recommendations 

Implement endorsed recommendations 

Collection of snow/water 
from impacted and non-
impacted areas. Analytical 
analyses for contaminants 
of concern. 

Within and outside spill 
impact area 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I: Aviation 
R: ESP 

Event / 
Annual 

P3 
Assess the number of 
reported incidents of RPA 
crashes or losses 

RPA crash 
Submission of 
an incident 
report 

Investigate the incident to determine 
extent of impacts on sensitive 
receptors 

Investigate probable cause 
Review and update operational 

procedures and other mitigation 
measures where necessary 

Observations of direct 
impacts on flora, fauna, 
geology and/or 
waterbodies. 
Desktop assessment where 
RPA is non-recoverable.  

All locations of aviation 
operations 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation 
Event / 
Annual 
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# Objective Indicator Trigger Management response/s Method Location 
Monitoring 
frequency 

Reporting 
Implementation 
(I) & Reporting 
(R) Lead/s 

Reporting 
frequency 

Wildlife 

F1a 

Assess the number of 
reported incidents of 
wildlife disturbance 
related to aviation 
operations 

Visible wildlife 
disturbance 

Submission of 
an incident 
report 

Conduct supporting investigations to 
further determine extent of impacts 
on sensitive receptors 

Investigate probable cause 
Review and update operational 

procedures and other mitigation 
measures where necessary 

Observations of visible 
wildlife disturbance 

All locations of aviation 
operations 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation 
Event / 
Annual 

 
F1b 

Assess compliance with 
flight path maps, 
including adherence to 
flight paths and 
application of minimum 
separation distances 
between aircraft and 
known (mapped) 
concentrations of wildlife 

Compliance or not 

Non-compliance 
with flight paths 
or separation 
distances 

Conduct supporting investigations to 
enhance operational understanding of 
aviation movement, ensure 
compliance and promote continuous 
improvement 

Annual review/updates to AAD wildlife 
distributions and flight path maps 

Analysis of flight 
observations within flight 
paths and wildlife buffer 
zones (i.e. separation 
distances) 

Priority locations 
selected on an annual 
basis depending on 
geographic extent of 
aviation operations 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation 
Event / 
Annual 

F2 

Assess the number of bird 
strike incidents involving 
aircraft and aviation 
equipment/ 
infrastructure 

Bird strike incident 
Deceased or 
injured bird 

Investigate probable cause 
Review and update operational 

procedures and other mitigation 
measures where necessary 

Observations of bird strike 
All locations of aviation 
operations 

Event 
Incident report 
Summary letter 

I/R: Aviation 
Event / 
Annual 

ESP = Environmental Stewardship Program 
1  The significance of each reported spill will be determined in consultation with ESP’s A Cleaner Antarctica program, taking into consideration factors such as the volume of the spill, the sensitivity of the environment in which the spill occurred, and whether any previous spills have 

occurred at (or near) to that locations (i.e. the potential cumulative impact) 
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8 CONSTRAINTS 

The ability to achieve the monitoring components outlined in this report is dependent on available 

resources, berth availability on ships/stations, operational capacity and logistical constraints that can 

occur in any season. Risks associated with these constraints will be managed through season 

planning and budget/corporate planning processes to ensure that monitoring activities are 

sufficiently prioritised commensurate with their high level of importance as a statutory requirement. 

9 DATA MANAGEMENT 

Records (including photographs and flight tracking data) will be maintained to substantiate activities 

associated with the monitoring plan. Data collected as part of this monitoring plan will be guided by 

the FAIR principles for scientific data management and stewardship (i.e., Findability, Accessibility, 

Interoperability and Reusability) and managed according to the AAD Information Assets Policy: 

Records Management. Data will be stored initially on a dedicated file share, with access restricted to 

individuals directly involved with the monitoring plan. Data will be published as soon as possible on 

the Australian Antarctic Data Centre (AADC) once quality assurance and quality control processes 

have been conducted. 

The approved monitoring plan, and its future revisions, will be published on the public AAD website 

within one year of its approval. 

10 REPORTING AND REVIEW 

10.1 Reporting 

Several reports will be produced to assess compliance with the authorisation conditions. 

Report Description Timing Submitted to 

Summary letter 
Letter summarising all activities undertaken as 
part of this monitoring plan, including overall 
results. 

On or before 
30 June, 
annually 

Director, AER 

Incident report 

Report of impacts relating to: 1) biosecurity 
incidents, 2) major leaks or spills associated 
with fuel, chemicals and/or wastewater, and 3) 
significant wildlife disturbance.  

At time of 
event 

AAD’s 
Environmental 
Incident 
Reporting system 

Compliance 
report 

Report summarising the results of the 
compliance assessment under activity F1b. 

On or before 
1 October, 
annually 

Director, AER 

10.2 Monitoring plan review and feedback loop 

Aviation and EMU will review data collected under this plan at the end of the operational season. An 

annual review of the data and evaluation of management measures will be undertaken with key 

stakeholders to assess whether the plan is achieving its objectives and the requirements of any 

relevant approval conditions, and to identify ongoing and additional monitoring, management and 
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mitigation requirements. A review of the environmental monitoring plan will also be undertaken 

following significant environmental incidents or when there is a need to improve performance in an 

area of environmental impact. The review will consider environmental monitoring records, 

corrective actions and the results of any audits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


