Australian Antarctic Magazine

Writers’ Guidelines

The Australian Antarctic Magazine publishes articles about the Australian Antarctic program, relating to Antarctic science, policy, operations, infrastructure, history, art, people and events. 
The magazine has a hard copy circulation of about 4000 (plus online readers) and is read by members of Australian and international government departments, media organisations, scientific/research institutions, universities, libraries, tourism organisations, polar operators, environmental groups, funding bodies and Antarctic expeditioners and their families, among others.
Please contact the editor at magazine@aad.gov.au, briefly outlining your submission idea and including your contact details. The editor will contact you to discuss the topic, theme or focus of the article with you further.

Articles should be written in the style of a popular science magazine (such as New Scientist or COSMOS), avoiding jargon and acronyms where possible, or explaining these where necessary. 
Generally, science articles should provide some background on the reasons for the research and how it fits into the broader context of the Australian Antarctic program. Authors should then describe their research, any results, why these results are important and outline future work - if applicable. But remember you are telling a story, not writing a scientific paper, so your writing can be more relaxed and colourful and there is scope to set the scene with an anecdote or two.

For articles relating to meetings – such as the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting or the International Whaling Commission – try to focus on a particular issue or issues, rather than an account of the meeting. A short overview (or dot points) of other meeting activities can be provided at the end.

Authors should include their name and the program, department, institution or organisation they are affiliated with at the end of their article.
If available, you can provide one or two web links to further information or, if the work is published, the details of the paper.  However, a detailed list of scientific references is not required.
The editor will discuss word length with you. Generally, 600 words and 1-2 pictures will fill 1 page; up to 1100 words for 2 pages (depending on pictures). Articles rarely exceed 1200 words.
Pictures need to be a minimum of 8x12 cm at 300dpi (approx 1000 pixels high and 1500 pixels wide).  If you have photos or slides, the Antarctic Division can scan these at a high resolution. Images taken with at least a 4 megapixel digital camera set on its highest resolution will usually be OK. 
JPG, TIFF and RAW files are good. Graphics embedded in Word or Powerpoint documents are unsuitable.
Please provide information for photo/illustration captions – what does the photo/illustration show and who took the photo or prepared the illustration?

Articles should be left justified and typed in 12 point Times New Roman or Arial.

Articles should be submitted by e-mail to the editor at magazine@aad.gov.au – sent as an attachment saved in MS Word, or cut and pasted into an email.
All articles will be edited for style and length (in consultation with the author) and submitted to the editorial advisory committee for final approval.
A few general notes on style

Some articles work well when they start with the ‘what’…what is the result, point, outcome, activity, event etc, that you will be discussing in the article? Think about whether your article will benefit from this summary introduction (newspaper articles often begin this way).

Use active rather than passive voice where possible (The albatross ate the fish, rather than The fish was eaten by the albatross).

Links to examples

These articles illustrate the preferred style of articles:

Longer research articles

A virus amongst the penguins
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35661
The acid test: responses of benthic invertebrates to climate change
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35668
Short, newsy articles

Krill mix up the ocean
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35664
Sound decisions for sea-bed sampling
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=34731
Population survey pilots unmanned aircraft
http://www.aad.gov.au/MediaLibrary/asset/MediaItems/ml_394496650694444_19%20UAVs.pdf
Policy issues

Science and policy in the marine realm
http://www.aad.gov.au/MediaLibrary/asset/MediaItems/ml_394356341435185_02%20science%20in%20marine%20realm.pdf
Developing ocean acidification policy
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35671
Meetings

Vulnerable marine ecosystems in Antarctica
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35649
Historical articles

From Wilkes to Casey
http://www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=35643
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