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The Treaty meeting in Poland was pleased 
to have, for the fi rst time, a representative 
of Malaysia present to observe the 
Treaty meeting. 

In recent years Malaysian scientists have 
begun to develop an interest in Antarctic 
research and have been sending scientists to 
Antarctica as guests of the Australian and 
New Zealand Antarctic programs (see story 
in Australian Antarctic Magazine 3:.46). In Australian Antarctic Magazine 3:.46). In Australian Antarctic Magazine
addition, the Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr 
Mahatir, visited the Antarctic Peninsula in 
the 2001-02 summer, further stimulating 
Malaysian interest in Antarctica. Malaysia 
has also foreshadowed cooperative research 
with the Argentine Antarctic program in the 
2002-03 summer.

In August 2002, the Malaysian Academy 
of Sciences convened an international seminar 
on Malaysia’s future scientifi c opportunities. 

Because of the growing Malaysian 
interest in Antarctic research and possible 
interest in accession to the Treaty, the Treaty 
Parties decided to invite Malaysia to observe 
the recent Treaty meeting to assist their 
understanding of how the Treaty operates. 
Dr Azizan Abu Samah, head of the Malaysian 
Antarctic Research Program, attended the 
Warsaw meeting. This is the fi rst time that 
any state not party to the Treaty has been 
invited to observe proceedings and refl ects 
the importance that the Parties place on 
doing what they can to encourage States with 
an interest in Antarctica to become party to 
the Treaty.

Australia has indicated to Malaysian 
scientists that we are pleased to continue 
cooperation with Malaysia and will continue 
to encourage their accession to the Treaty. To 
mark the close relationship that is developing, 
the occasion of the August seminar was used 
to sign a bilateral cooperation agreement 
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between the AAD and the Malaysian Academy 
of Sciences. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
MANAGER, ANTARCTIC TREATY AND 
GOVERNMENT, AAD

YBhg. Dato’ Dr Salleh Mohd Nor, Chair of the Malaysian Task Force on Antarctica, and Dr Tony Press, 
Director of the Australian Antarctic Division, sign a bilateral cooperation agreement on 5 August 2002.

With the encouragement of Prime Minister 

Dr Maharthir, Malaysia is initiating a 

program of Antarctic research. Last season, 

Professor Siti Alias and the late Dr Omar 

Pozan participated in Voyage 5 and collected 

microbial samples from Casey. This coming 

season, six Malaysian scientists will participate 

in the Australian Antarctic program.

A/Professor Irene Tan and student Wong 
Chiew Yen, from the University of Malaya, 
Kuala Lumpur, will round-trip to Casey on 
Voyage 3, studying the microbial content of 
the ocean and sea-ice as well as snow and soils 
at Casey. 

In addition, four Malaysian scientists will 
be participating in Voyage 4. During this cruise 
they will measure the distribution, abundance 

and composition of microbial populations 
as part of the AAD’s Marine Microbial 
Ecology Program. Six scientists (Voyage 4 
participants and two backup participants) 
from the Universiti Sains Malaysia (the 
science university in Penang) visited the AAD 
from 6 to 14 October to receive training in 
the microbiological techniques that they will 
be using on Voyage 4.

The Vice Chancellor of Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, Prof. Dato Dzulkigli Abdul Razak, 
will meet the scientists on their return from 
Antarctica, and will then sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding establishing research links 
with the University of Tasmania. 
SIMON WRIGHT, 
BIOLOGY PROGRAM, AAD
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AAD microbiologist Fiona Scott demonstrates microscope repair to Ms. Sazlina Md. Salleh, 
Mr  Mahadi Mohamad, Dr Wan Maznah Wan Omar, Dr. Aileen Tan Shau Hwai, Prof. Mashhor 
Mansor and Prof. Zulfi gar Yasin. 




