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EPIC Davis Marine Field Season

Field team
ÅV1 ðV2: team of 7 

Å(2 staff , 4 students, 1 external scientist)
ÅV3: team of 16 

Å(7 staff, 7 students, 2 external scientists)
ÅV3 ðV4: team of 19 

Å(8 staff, 8 students, 3 external scientists)

Å 15 Institutions

Å 7 PhD students & 1 honours

Main activities

Å Nov ðJan: Sea ice work, snorkelling, 

boating (IRBs), wading, grab sampling

Å Jan ðMarch: Diving, boating (IRBs, 

Pagadroma), fishing, baited traps

Å Field aquarium and laboratory 

experiments



STP project and related AAS projects

1. Davis sewage outfall environmental assessment ðSTP project (AAD)

2. TRENZ ðTrophic Ecology of the Nearshore Zone (AAD)

3. Developing water and sediment quality guidelines for Antarctica (AAD)

4. Antibiotic Resistance from Human Sewage in microbial communities ð(Macquarie 
Uni)

5. Impact of contaminated sediments on hard-substrate marine communities ð(UNSW)

Other projects

1. Ecological risks from oil products used in Antarctica - (SCU/AAD)

2. Rates of depletion of oil and fuel contaminants - (Macquarie Uni/AAD)

3. Resilience of Antarctic marine benthic invertebrates and the consequences of 
environmental change (AAD/UTAS)

4. Diversity and evolution of Antarctic sea spiders (QLD Mus.)

5. Vulnerability of Antarctic marine benthos to increased temperatures and ocean 
acidification (USYD/AAD)

6. Natural variability and human induced change in antarctic marine benthic 
communities (AAD/GA/RAN)







Å 1991- Secondary STP 
installed

Å 2002- STP put on by-pass 
each summer

Å 2004- STP removed due to 
maintenance issues

Å 2005 to present - Sewage 
macerated before discharge 
into sea at the shoreline

Å 2011 to 2012 - Planned 
commissioning of new STP



Sewage disposal conditions
Å Disposal of waste does not adversely 

affect the local environment
Å Precautions taken to prevent the 

introduction of non -native micro -
organisms 

Å Sewage macerated before disposal
Å Sewage discharged into sea where 

conditions exist for initial dilution and 
rapid dispersal 

Project Drivers for AAD
To meet requirements of ATEP, 
expectations of Antarctic Treaty 
System community, and to continue to 
improve the AADõs environmental 
management systems (EMS)


